%& ' (

The James Island Journal recently recognized
Friends of McLeod as “Good Samaritans” for our wo
on behalf of the McLeod Plantation. In our efforts to sa
the plantation, which is threatened with development
the American College of the Building Arts, we hay
publicized McLeod’s history through displays of it
archaeological artifacts and historic maps that show
plantation over the years. Each of us “Good Samalitg
must pursue our mission to preserve this histitecfar the
people of the Sea Islands, the state, and the nation.
can't afford to “pass by on the other side” and g
McLeod fall a victim to development.

| hope to see each of you at our Annual Meeting
Sunday, June 1, at 4 p.m. in Gage Hall, 4 Archdale Str
and immediately afterward at “McLeod Through ¢
Artist's Eye,” a display of artwork and photographs
the McLeod Plantation.

--Jerry Owens, M.D., Chairman
Friends of McLeod Board of Directors

The Friends of McLeod are appealing the Janui
court decision regarding the City of Charleston’s zoni
board approval of the plans for the American College
the Building Arts. The Friends have retained Cott
Harness and Melinda Lucka to carry our appeal to
state Court of Appeals. We brought this suit because
believe the zoning board erred in its findings for ti
change in zoning for McLeod. We continue to argue tk
McLeod’s National Register of Historic Places design
tion and the fact that it is a geographical area of criti
concern under the state’s Office of Coastal Resour
Management require the most careful protection at
levels of government. We will continue to pursue th
appeal and carry it on to the State Supreme Court
necessary. We appreciate your financial support of th
efforts, and we will update you as the case proceeds.

Many members of the Friends of McLeod may |
unaware that we are just the latest in a long line of ped
who have sought to preserve this historic site.

More than 50 years ago, the S.C. Highway Departm|
made plans to build a new bridge across WappockGuee:
change the route of Folly Road to join the newdwidThe
planned route would have cut through McLeod’s rdw
slave cabins and adjoining avenue of oaks. In fortdb
prevent this, the Charleston County LegislativeeDation
sent a letter to the highway commissioner, askivaj the
cabins and oak avenue be preserved if possible.

According to a March, 1954, News and Couri
article, “In a letter written last September to C.|
McMillan, chief highway commissioner for Soutl
Carolina, nine members of the delegation wrote that
plantation was a tourist attraction and if the sleabins and
avenue of live oaks could be preserved they wakidltb
have it done. They stressed, however, that havibgdge
built in the safest and most convenient way and place wa
the greatest importance. William H. Grimball Jridshe
drafted the letter, and in addition to his signatahe other
members signing it were: Nathaniel W. Cabell, LloKe
Legge, Lloyd W. MacBay, Paul M. Macmillan Jr., Arth
Ravenel Jr., Y.W. Scarborough, Theodore D. Stomey/
State Sen. T. Allen Legare, Jr. Ernest F. Hollioggirman
of the delegation, wrote a separate letter in acegth Mr.
Grimball’s letter, it was reported by Mr. Grimball.

The plans for the new Folly Road route we
subsequently altered, and McLeod’s row of slave cab
and avenue of oaks remain intact today.

Over the years many people have done their par
help preserve McLeod. Now it's our turn.

What you can do to help
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Please contact the current Charleston County Le

is-

lative Delegation and ask your legislators to save this
important historic site from development. A letter to the

entire delegation can be sent to: Charleston County
Legislative Delegation, 4 Courthouse Square, Charleston,

SC 29401. Send emails to ccollum@charlestoncamty.
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The third annual Island Heritage Festival, celebratir
Gullah culture and native island history, will be June 27-Z
at locations on James Island, Folly Beach, and
Charleston. This year's festival will celebrate the
inauguration of the James Island History Trail on June 2
For more information call (843) 628-1129, or go online t
www.islandheritagefestival.com.
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If you have artwork or photographs of McLeod thaty
would like to display at “McLeod Through An Artist’'s
Eye,” please contact Carol at 795-7519 or kjacobsen
knology.net, or Dottie at grgdwg@comecast.net, imatety.
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